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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE CHANNING-MURRAY FOUNDATION 

We are very excited to introduce a new pro-
gram called The Farmers' Table Project. The mis-
sion of this project is to acquaint the Cham-
paign-Urbana community with the importance 
of shopping locally, eating seasonally, and to 
build community around slow food. Founders 
Steve Moore and Erin Brunelle are organizing 
The Farmers’ Table Dinner: a non-profit, vol-
unteer-run, vegetarian meal that features local 
products purchased directly from farmers and 
business-owners at Urbana’s Farmers Market.   

The dinners are  held at the Red Herring on 
Saturday nights from 7-9pm, and will continue 
for the duration of the market season.. The 
menu for the dinners varies depending on what 
is available at the Market that day. What we 
know for sure is that it will always be a fresh, 
delicious, and healthful meal, prepared with 
love and local ingredients. Vegan options are 
available! Tickets cost $20 for a three-course 
meal. Reservations are required, and can be 
made by calling Erin at 217.840.9388 or by 
purchasing tickets at the Tiny Greens booth at 
the Market.  

We can't entice your taste buds with our next 
dinner menu because it doesn't exist until we 
shop the market that morning. But we would 
like to share the menu from our first dinner, 
just to give you an idea of the magic that is hap-
pening with these awesome local ingredients. 

Our menu for the first Farmer's Table Dinner 
featured: Mixed greens in honey-basil vinai-
grette with sugar snap peas and walnuts, topped 
with some yummy sprouts and baby micro-
greens. Creamy ramp and goat cheese pesto on 
fettuccine with scallions and oyster mushrooms. 
Arugula and goat cheese frittata. Sauteed as-
paragus. Honey-drizzled puff pastry filled with 
mint-ricotta and fresh strawberries and blueber-
ries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did we mention that this is entirely volunteer-
run?  We need your help!  To be involved with 
our little crowd of locavores, contact us at  
FarmersTable@channingmurray.org. 

We are also open to ideas on how we can ex-
pand our program.  The Farmers’ Table Project 
is presenting it’s first film screening in July - see 
page 4 for details! 

CHANNING-MURRAY INTRODUCES 
THE FARMERS’ TABLE PROJECT 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST YOUNG ADULT GROUP 
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm (for the summer) 
Join us for a free meal at 6:30pm and the group meeting at 7pm. It’s food for your stomach and 
food for your soul! Facilitated by Doug Jones, Channing-Murray Director of Outreach and De-
velopment, we'll meet to build a community focused on topics of interest to curious and for-
ward-thinking young adults. All are welcome! For questions or comments, please contact 
Doug@channingmurray.org. 

Sign up to receive an  

electronic version of our  

quarterly newsletter!   

Just email Erin at  

office@channingmurray.org. 
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MEET OUR BOARD MEMBERS 
At our Annual Meeting in May, Channing-Murray welcomed five new board members: Steve 
Moore, Teresa Jones, John Coppess, Pat Nolan, and Peter Folk.  They join an already dy-
namic group of interesting individuals.  Read on  to learn a little about each of these inspired 
souls. 

 Ron Cannon first visited Channing-Murray as a senior in high school in 1969.  His friends took 
him to this strange place called The Red Herring which was filled to the gills with people and 
energy and music. Over the course of the next decade he became more involved with the foun-
dation, eventually joining the staff.  His perspectives on religion, philosophy, politics were all 
firmly grounded by the culture present in this community. Since returning to the Champaign-
Urbana area after a couple of decades away, he has dedicated himself to nourishing this "magical" 
place and ensuring that it provides  opportunities for freedom of thought and expression to fu-
ture generations.  

 Nani Bhowmik has been involved with Channing-Murray for the last 20 years or so as part of 
the Tagore Festival and other activities.  He truly enjoys being part of a great group of people. 

 Steve Moore is a 2006 graduate of the University of Illinois in Philosophy and Religious Stud-
ies.  He now works for Tiny Greens Organic Farm in Urbana growing sprouts and making awe-
some food at the farmers' market.  He has dedicated his life to the study, appreciation, and hus-
bandry of felis catus.  

 Teresa Jones has worked part-time as the assistant to the librarian at Edison Middle School for 
nine years.  She joined the board as treasurer to use her talents to help create a firm finan-
cial foundation for Channing Murray and help it flourish and grow.  

 Bob Diener has been running Record Swap for the past 30 years.  It was Ron Cannon's April 
2008 Red Herring reunion concert that got him involved with Channing-Murray.  He has been 
on the CMF board for one year now and has seen many positive changes. 

 Sue Purkayastha has been involved with the Tagore Festival for the past 15 years and actively 
involved with Channing Murray for the last three years. As an educator, she started Rhythm and 
Raag, an Institute for Indian Performing Arts. Channing-Murray has provided the needed support 
to launch this effort.  

 John Coppess worked for 25 years in education and five years in industry.  Now he is self em-
ployed as a leatherworker and musician.  He is eager to help at Channing-Murray because of all 
the interesting people he has met here. 

 Pat Nolan became interested in Channing-Murray when she was a U of I undergrad 30 years 
ago.  It was an organization which promoted diversity and social concern when those words 
weren't as popular as they are today.  Her background includes 40 years in health care, interac-
tion with international students on campus and volunteering with community non-profit organi-
zations.  She looks forward to coordinating social justice events with the UU congregation in 
Urbana where she am a member.  

 Peter Folk is a local entrepreneur (http://volo.net).  He hopes to help the Channing Murray 
become more financially stable, and better able to support social justice activism in our commu-
nity and beyond. 

 Anthony Santarelli, our Student Board Representative, is a senior at the U of I.  He is a dedi-
cated supporter of the Red Herring Vegetarian Restaurant.  Also, along with two recent U of I 
grads he has formed the Illinois Green Business Association, a non-profit group that helps busi-
nesses become certified as environmentally sustainable.  

We look forward to a productive and inspiring year with this wonderful group of people.  
We would also like to extend warm wishes to those who retired from the Channing-Murray 
Board of Governors this year:  Jason Mierek, Maryly Crutcher, Gene Josephitis, Nancy 
Dietrich-Rybicki, and Lalita Kalita.  Many many thanks for your years of service. 
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Published quarterly by the  
Channing-Murray Foundation 
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Channing-Murray Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 1-3pm, or by 
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Board of Governors 
Ron Cannon, President 
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Bob Diener  
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John Coppess 
Pat Nolan 
Peter Folk 
Anthony Santarelli 
 
Staff 
Claire Szoke, Director 
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Doug Jones, Outreach & Dev. 
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doug@channingmurray.org 
Erin Brunelle, Office Manager 
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Brian O’Neill, Resident Advisor 
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We are a nonprofit religious founda-
tion. Our Board of Governors meets 
monthly to oversee Channing-Murray 
programs and finances. The Founda-
tion is supported by generous commit-
ments of time and money from mem-
bers and friends, parking and room 
reservation costs, grants, and special 
fundraising activities.  
 



PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES CALL FOR  
DENOMINATIONAL SUPPORT OF CMF! 
During the Presidential Candidates Forum on April 24th, 2009 at the UUA Central Midwest District As-
sembly, the candidates were asked: “How can we better serve the needs of Unitarian Universalists not 
active in our congregations?” In his answer, UUA Presidential Candidate Peter Morales referred to 
a conversation before the Forum with our Doug Jones about the need to take UU Campus Ministry to 
students. He went on to say that to grow our movement, the UUA needs to support efforts like Channing-
Murray Foundation that serve the needs of UUs and seekers outside our congregations. This issue was also 
addressed by UUA Presidential Candidate Laurel Hallman in her recently released Position Paper 
titled The Importance of Our UU Ministry to Youth and to Young Adults:  

 … We can do so much more to help young people find other young UUs in their new 
surroundings; we can do more to help them find older UU adults to whom they can 
turn for support; we can do more to connect these young UUs to opportunities for 
spiritual development and service to others.  
  
We already have models for accomplishing these goals, models worthy of our consid-
eration and our replication. The Channing-Murray Foundation (CMF) at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign is one such example. CMF is a visible UU 
campus center, started and housed by the UU Church of Urbana as an outreach pro-
gram nearly four decades ago, now financially independent and self- governing. CMF 
offers all kinds of events and services to the campus community, along with a clear 
connection to Unitarian Universalism. CMF received a UU Funding Program grant 
last year specifically meant to address the issue of keeping UU young adults connected 
to our faith and to each other, fostering these links by developing a database and shar-
ing contact information with UU campus groups and congregations.  
  
To date, CMF has not been allowed access to ConnectUU, the UUA's opt-in database 
of young adults. I believe this is a decision our association should reconsider. In addi-
tion, CMF is hardly the only campus religion center at Champaign-Urbana -- it is, 
however, the only one not receiving denominational support. …As we begin to shift 
our focus to meet the needs of our millennial UUs -- both present and future -- we 
must be willing to support efforts like CMF, as well as other innovative out-
reach programs…  

 Note: The full article is at LaurelHallman.com, search for “Channing”. 

The UUA General Assembly is June 24 to 29th, with the election on the 27th. It is wonderful to have two 
excellent candidates for UUA President who are aware of and support Channing-Murray Foundation. The 
stage is set for CMF to become the UU Regional Campus Center it has aspired to be since it’s formation.  

PAGE 3 WWW.CHANNINGMURRAY.ORG 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

We are planning our fall 
schedule of social justice 

forums.  If there is an 
area of social concern you 
believe deserves further 
exploration, let us know 

by contacting  
Social Justice Chair  

Pat Nolan 
(pnolan@aol.com) 

Kimberly Tomaszewski, 
our 2009/2010 Jane 

Anderson Intern, will join 
the Channing-Murray  

family on August 15th. 

WHEREVER YOU 
GO, GO WITH 

ALL YOUR 
HEART. 

 
-CONFUSCIUS  

Channing-Murray was very fortunate to have Elizabeth Marsh as the 2008/2009 Jane Anderson Intern who 
brought a new level of cohesion and community to CMF. In addition to Elizabeth’s excellent work, this 
successful first year of the JAI was made possible by her Supervising Minister the Rev. Karen Bush and the 
JAI committee, Claire Szoke, Doug Jones, Jason Mierek, the Rev. Rosie Rimrodt, Eric Wilson and Maryly 
Crucher, chair.  
A Farewell from Elizabeth… By the time you read this newsletter, I will be long gone as the 2008-
2009 Jane Anderson Intern at the Channing-Murray Foundation.  This campus ministry internship has 
helped me come alive in my formation as a candidate for the Unitarian Universalist ministry.  In August of 
this year, I'll move Maryland to begin my parish internship with the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Rockville.  I'm excited to move to the Washington, DC area with all its energy--and free museums!  If you 
welcome the next Jane Anderson Intern as warmly as you've included me, she'll have a fine time.  Bless-
ings to you as you continue your journeys toward doing what makes you come alive.  

JANE ANDERSON INTERNSHIP UPDATE 

(continued on page 4) 
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For more information regarding events at Channing-Murray, email Erin at office@channingmurray.org or 
check our online calendar at www.channingmurray.org/calendar.html.  Want to receive regular reminders?  
Contact Erin to subscribe to our Weekly Update email. 

• Saturday Nights - Farmers’ Table Dinner 7-9pm   *Reservations required  

• July 3 - Big Daddy Sun & the Outer Planets 30th Anniversary Reunion 6pm 

• July 11 - Milonga Dance  8pm-midnight 

• July 12 - Farmers’ Table Screening of FRESH  1:00pm 

• Aug 22 - Milonga Dance  8pm-midnight 

• Sept 17-19 - Pygmalion Music Festival (2009.pygmalionmusicfestival.com) 

• Sept 25-27 - Durga Puja, a traditional Hindu festival  details TBA 

• Oct 9 & 10 - 21st Annual Tagore Festival  details TBA 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Fresh celebrates the farmers, thinkers and busi-
ness people across America who are reinvent-
ing our food system. Forging healthier, sus-
tainable alternatives, they offer a practical vi-
sion of our food and our planet’s future. Fresh 
empowers us to realize that our individual 
actions in fact do matter.  For more info, 
check out freshthemovie.com. 
 
 

Sunday, July 12th at 1pm 
in the chapel at Channing-Murray 

 
 

This screening is free and open to the public! 
Presented by The Farmers’ Table Project 

Class schedule 

West African Dance  
Sundays, 6-7:30pm 
drop-ins welcome 
 

Red Herring Poets 
Mondays, 7:30-9pm 
217.328.3218 for details 
 

Fiction Writers 
Tuesdays, 7:30-10pm 
217.356.3893 for details 
 

Five Animals Kung Fu 
MWF, evenings 
Email putty@fiveanimalsclf.com 
or go to www.fiveanimalsclf.com 
 

Five Animals Tai Chi 
Tues & Thurs, 6-7pm 
Email pgarrett@uiuc.edu  
or go to www.fiveanimalsclf.com  
 

Rhythm & Raag Sitar and 
Classical Odissi Dance 
Tues & Thurs, 6:30-7:30pm 
Call Sue at 217-398-6742 for 
more information  
 

C-U Tango 
Starting June 18th 
Email info@cu-tango.com  
or go to cu-tango.com  

We are excited to announce the 2009/2010 Jane Anderson Intern will be Kimberly Tomaszewski and that the Rev. 
Rob Kirby, Campus Minister at Wesley Foundation will be Kim’s supervising minister.  

Hello from Kim… “Having just completed my Master of Divinity at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, I am excited to 
enter into an academic environment in a new and exciting way as the Jane Anderson Intern.  Though I am a New Yorker in various ways, I 
have grown the most from my time spent discovering other places I now include as my homes; Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Tanzania, and cen-
tral Pennsylvania and Colorado, to name a few.   
My university’s chaplain and the Unitarian Universalist community, hidden on the outskirts of the college town, guided some of my most 
important and life-giving experiences in college.  I have come to especially appreciate this time in our lives as an opportunity for discovery, 
learning, practicing, and questioning.  I believe this is a gift to our personal and public faith lives.  Where I practice yoga, the teacher often 
tells us to breathe into where we need to be stretched.  I hope to do just this in the coming year, and hope to be a part of others’ stretching 
and growing, too.” 

Thank you to all of you who financially supported the JAI and especially the lead commitment of the Jane Anderson Family 
who has committed to match the first $60,000 donated to the JAI Trust. They have extended their offer to donations received this year.   

2009/2010 Jane Anderson Internship Committee,   

 Kathleen Robbins, Claire Szoke, Nani Bomik, the Rev. Rosie Rimrodt & Doug Jones, chair 

(continued from page 3) 
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